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Lake Victoria Basin Commission (LVBC)
Secretariat has rallied the East African
Community Partner States to support the
proposed Multisectoral Multiphase
programme for Ecosystem Stabilization and
Socio-economic  Development of Lake
Victoria Basin supported by the World Bank.

Executive Secretary Dr Masinde Bwire said
the proposed programme would help in
strengthening the Stabilization of the Lake
Victoria Basin ecosystems (including water
quality),  Sustainable  development of
transport infrastructure and Support the
development of the Blue Economy and
Agriculture.
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Dr Bwire said several EAC Partner States
are set to benefit from the proposed
programme that also intends to create jobs
and alleviate poverty through sustainable
development of value chains in the blue and
green economies in the basin.

The commission has already developed and
shared the Regional Programme Concept
Note with the EAC Partner States and held
series of high level engagements with
Permanent, Principal and Under Secretaries
in the ministries  responsible  for
Environment, water, fisheries maritime
transport, finance/national treasuries and
East African Community affairs...Cntd Pg 2
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World bank team during their mission at the LVBC headquarters in Kisumu last year
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To pacify the process of developing this ambitious programme, a high level consultative session was held with
Permanent and Principal Secretaries (PSs) in Dar Es Salaam Tanzania between 23rd- 24th May last year.
During this session, the PSs agreed on the three broad priorities for the programme and approved the roadmap
for preparation of the proposed Programme and directed LVBC Secretariat to coordinate its implementation
and regularly report progress.

Partner states were also urged to make formal requests through their respective finance ministries for support
to the World Bank to help prepare the proposed Multisectoral Multiphase Programme for Lake Victoria Basin
by August 2025 once the International development association ( IDA 21) envelope is confirmed. The World
Bank team led by Director for Regional Integration for Sub Saharan Africa, the Middle East and North Africa Ms
Boutheina Guermazi visited the commission for multi sectoral engagement in March last year to further firm-
up consensus and the preparation of the programme.

During their engagement, the World Bank and Lake Victoria Basin Commission jointly agreed on a multi-phase
programme for strengthening resilience of communities, ecosystems and economies in Lake Victoria Basin.

The two institutions identified key priority areas and challenges to be addressed in the basin where the
proposed programme will be implemented. Critical sectors to benefit from this programme include
watershed/landscape restoration, integrated environmental sanitation, sustainable fisheries and aquaculture,
climate resilient agriculture, maritime transport and safety, point and non-point pollution control, resource
efficiency and cleaner production among others. The project will also leverage and intensely engage private
sector especially in values chains that can create the much needed-jobs for the region.
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The EAC and Germany's KfW Development Bank have
signed four agreements valued at EUR 46 million to
advance key regional infrastructure, improve healthcare
systems, foster regional cooperation and mitigate the
effects of climate change.

This collaboration further seeks to expand transport
routes for enhanced connectivity and increase
educational opportunities across the region.

KfW, in partnership with the European Union, is
supporting the EAC’s Lake Victoria Basin Commission
(LVBC) to promote sustainable and coordinated use of
the Lake's resources.

The comprehensive management of the Lake Vicrotia
catchment area will ensure the availability of more and
higher-quality water.
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Significant investments are also being made in
wastewater treatment infrastructure, which will
positively impact the overall quality of Lake's water.

Two contracts, amounting to EUR 30 million, have
been signed for the ‘Lake Victoria Basin Integrated
Water Resource Management Programme.’

These high priority investments focus on expanding
sewerage systems in Kampala (Uganda) and Mwanza
(Tanzania), Kigali (Rwanda) and constructing sanitary
facilities and a sewerage system in Kisumu (Kenya),
particularly for informal settlements.
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The construction of Maritime Rescue coordination The Government of Uganda (GoU) and the United

centre (MRCC) which is underway in llemela, Mwanza  Republic of Tanzania (URT) through the Lake Victoria

City in the United Republic of Tanzania has hit 71 %. Basic Commission (LVBC) and with support from the
African Development Bank (AfDB) procured a contractor

Already the construction of the main building stands  to Design and build the centre.

at 62% while the contrsuction of the boundary wall is

at 75%. The construction of the centre that will cost USD
1,870,000 officially kicked off in December 13th, 2023.

The construction of the generator house and

underground water tank stands at 50 % . under ground  Executive Secretary Dr. Masinde Bwire stated, "We are

water tank 90 while the guard house is at 65%. pleased with the progress made so far and are
committed to ensuring that the contractor stays on

The construction of the centre that will cost USD  track, so that we can successfully complete this

1,870,000 officially kicked off in December 13th, remarkable project, which will greatly benefit the people

2023. living within the Lake Victoria Basin."
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East African Community - Lake Victoria Basin
Commission
New Nyanza Regional Headquarters, 13th floor
Owuor Otiende Road, Off Kenyatta Highway
P. 0. Box 1510 - 40100, Kisumu, KENYA
Telephone Number:
+254 57 2023894/
73,2026344
Email: Ivbc@Ivbcom.org
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